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Connecticut: 
 
“UNLAWFUL STORAGE OF A LOADED FIREARM MAY 
RESULT IN IMPRISONMENT OR FINE.”  
Florida: 
 
“IT IS UNLAWFUL, AND PUNISHABLE BY 
IMPRISONMENT AND FINE, FOR ANY ADULT TO 
STORE OR LEAVE A FIREARM IN ANY PLACE WITHIN 
THE REACH OR EASY ACCESS OF A MINOR UNDER 18 
YEARS OF AGE OR TO KNOWINGLY SELL OR 
OTHERWISE TRANSFER OWNERSHIP OR POSSESSION 
OF A FIREARM TO A MINOR OR A PERSON OF 
UNSOUND MIND.”  
Maine: 
 
“ENDANGERING THE WELFARE OF A CHILD IS A 
CRIME. IF YOU LEAVE A FIREARM AND AMMUNITION 
WITHIN EASY ACCESS OF A CHILD, YOU MAY BE 
SUBJECT TO FINE, IMPRISONMENT OR BOTH. KEEP 
FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION SEPARATE. KEEP 
FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION LOCKED UP. USE 
TRIGGER LOCKS.” 
 
Maryland: 
 
“WARNING: Children can operate firearms which may cause 
death or serious injury. It is a crime to store or leave a loaded 
firearm in any location where an individual knew or should 
have known that an unsupervised minor would gain access to 
the firearm. Store your firearm responsibly!”  
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Massachusetts: 
 
“WARNING FROM THE MASSACHUSETTS ATTORNEY 
GENERAL: This handgun is not equipped with a device that 
fully blocks use by unauthorized users. More than 200,000 
firearms like this one are stolen from their owners every year in 
the United States. In addition, there are more than a thousand 
suicides each year by younger children and teenagers who get 
access to firearms. Hundreds more die from accidental 
discharge. It is likely that many more children sustain serious 
wounds, or inflict such wounds accidentally on others. In order 
to limit the chance of such misuse, it is imperative that you keep 
this weapon locked in a secure place and take other steps 
necessary to limit the possibility of theft or accident. Failure to 
take reasonable preventive steps may result in innocent lives 
being lost, and in some circumstances may result in your 
liability for these deaths.” 

“IT IS UNLAWFUL TO STORE OR KEEP A FIREARM, 
RIFLE, SHOTGUN OR MACHINE GUN IN ANY PLACE 
UNLESS THAT WEAPON IS EQUIPPED WITH A TAMPER-
RESISTANT SAFETY DEVICE OR IS STORED OR KEPT IN 
A SECURELY LOCKED CONTAINER.” 

New Jersey: 
 
“IT IS A CRIMINAL OFFENSE TO LEAVE A LOADED 
FIREARM WITHIN EASY ACCESS OF A MINOR.” 

New York City: 
 
“THE USE OF A LOCKING DEVICE OR SAFETY LOCK IS 
ONLY ONE ASPECT OF RESPONSIBLE FIREARM 
STORAGE. FOR INCREASED SAFETY, FIREARMS 
SHOULD BE STORED UNLOADED AND LOCKED IN A 
LOCATION THAT IS BOTH SEPARATE FROM THEIR 
AMMUNITION AND INACCESSIBLE TO CHILDREN AND 
UNAUTHORIZED PERSONS.” 
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North Carolina: 
 
“IT IS UNLAWFUL TO STORE OR LEAVE A FIREARM 
THAT CAN BE DISCHARGED IN A MANNER THAT A 
REASONABLE PERSON SHOULD KNOW IS 
ACCESSIBLE TO A MINOR.” 
 
Texas: 
 
“IT IS UNLAWFUL TO STORE, TRANSPORT, OR 
ABANDON AN UNSECURED FIREARM IN A PLACE 
WHERE CHILDREN ARE LIKELY TO BE AND CAN 
OBTAIN ACCESS TO THE FIREARM.” 
 
Wisconsin: 
 
“IF YOU LEAVE A LOADED FIREARM WITHIN THE 
REACH OR EASY ACCESS OF A CHILD YOU MAY BE 
FINED OR IMPRISONED OR BOTH IF THE CHILD 
IMPROPERLY DISCHARGES, POSSESSES, OR EXHIBITS 
THE FIREARM.” 
 
       *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   
 
Please check with your licensed retailer or state police for 
additional warnings which may be required by local law or 
regulation. Such regulations change constantly, and local 
authorities are in the best position to advise you on such legal 
matters.
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FIREARMS SAFETY IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY 

SAFETY MUST BE THE FIRST AND CONSTANT 
CONSIDERATION OF EVERY PERSON WHO HANDLES 

FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION. 

This Instruction Manual is designed to assist you in learning how to use 
and care for your RUGER® LCP® properly. Please contact us if you have 
any questions. 
Only when you are certain you fully understand the manual and can 
properly carry out its instructions should you practice loading, unloading, 
etc. with live ammunition. If you have any doubts about your ability to 
handle or use a particular type of firearm safely, you should seek 
supervised instruction. Such personalized instruction often is available 
from local firearm retailers, gun clubs or police departments. If none of 
these sources can help, visit nra.org or write to the following address: 
 

National Rifle Association 
11250 Waples Mill Road 
Fairfax, VA 22030-7400 

 
The person possessing a firearm has a full-time job. You cannot guess; you 
cannot forget. You must know how to use your firearm safely. Do not use 
any firearm without having a complete understanding of its particular 
characteristics and safe use. Remember: There is no such thing as a 
foolproof firearm.





NOMENCLATURE
Integral front and 
rear fixed sights.

Integral front and 
rear fixed sights.

Manual slide hold open allows the slide to 
be locked to the rear to positively view the 
cartridge chamber. The hold open is spring 
loaded downward so it is released by pulling 
the slide slightly rearward.

Slide’s open top design minimizes 
possibility of jamming, enables shooter to 
clear any malfunction easily by hand. 
Cartridges can be loaded singly if desired. Flush profile hammer is 

visible in the ready-to-fire, 
semi-cocked position.
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Frame is a rigid one 
piece nylon grip 
frame reinforced with 
long glass fiber.

Single strike double-action 
mechanism provides that cocking 
and firing can be accomplished 
with a single pull of the trigger.

Magazine latch permits 
positive retention and quick 
removal of magazine.

Loaded chamber view port allows 
cartridge in the chamber to be 
seen when slide is closed.

Extractor is designed for reliable 
extraction of cartridges and fired 
cases from chamber.

Checkered back and serrated 
front straps for secure grip.

Pistol grip is 
checkered and 
serrated for a 
secure grip.

Takedown pin.
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Manual Slide Hold Open: This allows the user to manually lock the slide open. 
NOTE: when the last shot has been fired and the magazine is empty, the hold open 
does not automatically hold the slide open. If a loaded magazine is inserted in the 
pistol when the slide is closed and the slide is then retracted fully, the slide hold 
open will not automatically hold open the slide. The user can actuate the slide stop 
mechanism to hold the slide open at any time by retracting the slide and pushing 
the slide hold open up. 

The slide hold open can be released by drawing back slightly on the slide. When the 
slide is released, it will move forward under pressure from the recoil spring. 

The slide hold open is held in place by a spring detent. Therefore, when there is a 
loaded magazine in place and the pistol is jarred, the slide can fly forward and 
chamber a cartridge. For this reason and as an essential safety practice, the user 
should always be careful to keep fingers away from the trigger, and always keep the 
pistol pointed in a safe direction. 

Magazines: The Ruger 380 Auto magazines have been specifically designed for the 
RUGER® LCP® pistol and are not interchangeable with Ruger pistol magazines 
of any other caliber even though they may appear similar and may hold other 
cartridges. Use only GENUINE RUGER® FACTORY magazines designated for your 
firearm. The use of incorrect magazines in any pistol will result in malfunctions. 

NOTE: Six-round standard LCP® II magazines are fully compatible with the 
LCP®.

DAMAGED, NON-STANDARD, OR IMPROPERLY 
ASSEMBLED MAGAZINES SHOULD NOT BE USED. 
THEY CAN CAUSE THE PISTOL TO MALFUNCTION.

AMMUNITION 
 

The RUGER® LCP® pistols are chambered for the 380 Auto cartridge. Do not 
attempt to load any other cartridges into the magazine or chamber of the pistol. 
Do not use “+P” ammunition. 

The RUGER® LCP® pistols are compatible with standard factory ammunition 
loaded to U.S. Industry Standards, including hollow-point loads loaded in brass 
or aluminum cases. No 380 Auto ammunition manufactured in accordance with 
NATO, U.S., SAAMI, or CIP standards is known to be beyond the design limits or 
known not to function in these pistols. Do not use “+P” ammunition.

AMMUNITION (CARTRIDGES) NOTICE  
WE SPECIFICALLY DISCLAIM RESPONSIBILITY FOR ANY DAMAGE 

OR INJURY WHATSOEVER OCCURRING IN CONNECTION WITH, OR AS 
A RESULT OF, THE USE IN RUGER FIREARMS OF FAULTY OR NON

STANDARD OR “RE MANUFACTURED” OR HAND LOADED (RELOADED) 
AMMUNITION OR OF CARTRIDGES OTHER THAN THOSE FOR WHICH 

THE FIREARM WAS ORIGINALLY CHAMBERED.
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Prior to each use, visually inspect the firearm to ensure no components are 
damaged, missing, loose, bent, cracked, chipped, or peened. If you observe 
excessive wear, you should stop using your pistol and contact customer service 
or a trained certified gunsmith to evaluate its condition and replace any worn 
parts if necessary. 

After any disassembly and reassembly, it is important to verify that the action is 
working correctly before any live firing is attempted. 

FIRST, BE SURE THERE IS NO AMMUNITION IN THE CHAMBER OR THE 
MAGAZINE AND KEEP THE PISTOL POINTED IN A SAFE DIRECTION! 

a.  CHECK THE FUNCTION OF THE SLIDE AND MAGAZINE:  

    •   With the magazine removed from the pistol and the slide forward, pull the 
         slide fully to the rear and let it move forward quickly two times. 

    •   Insert an EMPTY magazine into the pistol. The magazine should latch into 
         place securly without excessive force. Pull the slide fully to the rear and let 
         it move forward quickly two more times. 

    •   Depress the magazine latch and remove the empty magazine. 

    •   The slide should move freely without binding and close completely under 
         the force of the recoil spring whether or not a magazine is inserted in the 
         pistol. 

NOTE:  Magazines designed for the LCP® II pistol will function in an LCP® 
pistol but will NOT automatically hold the slide open when empty. 

b.  CHECK THE FUNCTION OF THE TRIGGER: 

    •   With the magazine out of the pistol, cycle the slide open and closed to 
         ensure the hammer is cocked. The end of the hammer is visible through 
         the opening at the rear of the slide when cocked.  

    •   With the magazine out of the pistol and the firearm pointed in a safe 
         direction, pull the trigger fully to the rear to “dry fire” the pistol. The 
         trigger should move rearward fully and the hammer should fall. 

    •   Keeping the trigger pulled to the rear and no magazine in the firearm, 
         cycle the slide to reset the hammer. Release the trigger. The trigger should 
         move forward and you will hear/feel the trigger reset. The hammer should 
         not fall and will be visible at the rear of the slide. 

c.  CHECK THE FUNCTION OF THE MANUAL HOLD OPEN:   

    •   With the magazine removed from the pistol, keep the firearm pointed in a 
         safe direction, grasp the slide, and retract it fully to the rear. While holding 
         the slide fully to the rear, push the manual hold open upward and slowly 
         release the slide. The slide should remain open.  

    •   With the magazine still out of the pistol, pull the slide fully to the rear and 
         release it. The manual hold open should disengage and the slide should 
         close completely under the force of the recoil spring. The hammer should 
         not fall. 
If any of the above function checks fail or if you are uncertain, please consult a 
competent gunsmith or contact Ruger Customer Service at 336-949-5200 for 
further firearm inspection before using the firearm.
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Key No.       Part Name 
*      1           Slide 
       2           Firing Pin Retainer 
       3           Extractor Spring 
       4           Extractor Plunger 
       5           Extractor 
       6           Firing Pin Spring 
       7           Firing Pin 
       8           Guide Rod 
       9           Recoil Spring, Inner 
     10           Recoil Spring, Outer 
*    11           Barrel 
†    12           Frame Insert 
     13           Trigger 
     14           Trigger Pin 
     15           Trigger Pivot 
     16           Hammer Catch Spring 
     17           Hammer Pivot Pin 
     18           Trigger Bar 
     19           Hold Open 
     20           Takedown Pin Detent 
     21           Hold Open Detent 
     22           Hammer Spring Retainer Pin 
     23           Hammer 
     24           Frame 
     25           Hammer Spring 
     26           Trigger Spring 
     27           Hammer Catch 
     28           Magazine Latch Catch 
     29           Frame Insert Pin, 2 Req’d 
     30           Takedown Pin 
     31           Hammer Catch Pin 
     32           Magazine Latch Spring 
     33           Hammer Spring Seat Pin 
     34           Hammer Spring Seat 
     35           Magazine, Complete

RUGER® LCP® 
PARTS LIST  

 
Design, prices and specifications subject to change without notice.  

SPECIFY MODEL, CALIBER, AND SERIAL NO. WHEN ORDERING  
(See Exploded View on Page 29)

*    PARTS SO MARKED MUST BE FACTORY FIT. 
 
†    The Frame Insert is a serial-numbered component and is defined as a 
     “firearm” by Federal Law and is not sold as a separate component.
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RUGER® LCP® 

EXPLODED VIEW
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A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF AN EXTRAORDINARY 
ACHIEVEMENT: RUGER® FIREARMS 

Sturm, Ruger & Company, Inc., had its beginning in a small machine 
shop occupying a rented frame building in Southport, Connecticut. In 
January, 1949, with an initial investment of only $50,000 and an idea, 
William B. Ruger and Alexander M. Sturm started production of a .22 
caliber autoloading pistol–a design which was so successful that it 
became the cornerstone upon which one of the most comprehensive 
lines of sporting firearms ever made in America was established. After 
Alex Sturm’s death in 1951, William B. Ruger continued to direct the 
Company until his death in 2002. William B. Ruger, Jr. continued to 
provide guidance, which helped make this Company a sound and 
successful enterprise, until his retirement in 2006. The Company has 
continued to prosper, under new management and guidance from our 
Board, with new products and fresh perspectives. 

Ruger, in this relatively short time, has established itself as a leading 
small arms design organization, developing a unique and broad line of 
fine quality sporting, military and police firearms to become one of the 
world’s most famous producers of revolvers, pistols, rifles and shotguns. 
Since 1949, Ruger craftsmen have built many millions of firearms. 

During its five decades of growth and progress under the leadership of 
William B. Ruger, the Company developed a business philosophy and 
implemented policies which represent a constructive influence in the life 
of modern America. From the beginning, Ruger played a positive role in 
conservation efforts and has supported the interests of shooters through 
such groups as the National Rifle Association, National Shooting Sports 
Foundation, and many regional sportsmen’s organizations.  

The Company has always endeavored to market its firearms for 
constructive and recreational purposes, to emphasize the traditional and 
responsible aspects of shooting, to render meaningful public services, 
and to encourage shooters in constructive, responsible, and safe 
participation in the shooting sports. Its motto, “Arms Makers For 
Responsible Citizens®,” exemplifies this Company philosophy. 

Today, Ruger® is particularly mindful of those elements which have 
contributed to the creation of its success, and extends heartfelt thanks to 
its many loyal employees and customers. 

 
 

The firearms catalog, and instruction manuals for all Ruger® firearms, 
can be downloaded from our website at: 

 Ruger.com






